
 

CNMA Spring 2016 Walks and Talks Series 
Join us at Colorado National Monument for the Spring 2016 Walks and Talks series. The 

public is invited to participate in programs covering such diverse topics as hiking, biking, 

astronomy, star gazing and much more!  

*Denotes limited space. Pre-registration required. Call 970-858-3617 extension 308 to register 

or email rkreie@coloradonma.org.  Participants on hikes will be required to sign an 

Acknowledgment of Risk Liability waiver. There is a Park entrance fee of $10 per vehicle to 

Colorado National Monument if you do not already have a $25 annual pass or senior pass.  Events 

are free to current CNMA members and $5 pp for nonmembers. Go to the CNMA website for 

membership information 

*Spring Flora and Geology. Thursday, May 5, and Saturday, May 7; 8:30 – noon. 

Hike the historic Fruita Dugway with biologist John Moore and geologist Don Regan.  

These former Interpretive Rangers will lead you to a seldom-hiked part of the Monument 

to see spring flora and geology along the original road from Fruita to Glade Park.  Hike is 

limited to 15 participants.  Moderate difficulty, mostly downhill.  Approx. 3 hours / 5 

miles.  Pre-registration required.  Bring water, lunch and appropriate clothes.  We will 

shuttle cars so please carpool if possible.   
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*Biking Scenic Rim Rock Drive. Friday, May 6, and Saturday, May 14; 10:00 – 3:00.  

 

Join experienced cyclist Donna King for a scenic bike ride on Rim Rock Drive through the 
Colorado National Monument.  Great stops and views along the way will include 
Independence Monument View, Grand View, Monument View, Coke Ovens Overlook, 
Fallen Rock Overlook, Ute Canyon View, and Cold Shivers Point.  Bike ride is limited to 
15 participants; no one under 18 please.  High difficulty skill level, due to the elevation 
climb.  Round trip mileage approximately 36 miles. A detailed list of what to bring and 
road regulations will be provided upon registration.   

*Cactus Walk along the Old Gordon Trail. Friday, May 20; 9:00 – noon.  Join Don 

“Cactus Man” Campbell for this favorite; a cactus walk.    Learn how to identify a variety 

of cacti, succulents, and other desert plants.  Hike is limited to 15 participants.  Moderate 

difficulty.  Hike is 2 miles, with 500 ft. elevation gain.   

*Visual Slide Presentation on Desert Plants. Sunday, May 22; 1:00 p.m.  Join 

Don “Cactus Man” Campbell for a slideshow presentation in our Visitor Center auditorium 

on the cacti, succulents, and other desert plants of the Colorado National Monument.  The 

presentation will last approximately 45 minutes, with Q&A time afterwards 

Spring Star Gazing, No Fee, Saturday, May 7; 8:00 p.m., presented by the National Park 

Service. Join local astronomer, Danny Rosen, for a talk on spring star gazing. Danny will 

give a 20 minute talk on what can be seen in the May evening sky, with a look at planets, 

stars, constellations, star clusters, nebulae, and more! Weather permitting, viewing 

through telescopes provided by the Western Colorado Astronomy Club will be available 

to the public. Meet in the Saddlehorn picnic area parking lot for Danny’s presentation, to 

begin at 8:15 p.m. Telescope viewing will follow at dark. Bring lawn chairs and binoculars; 

please no white flashlights as it impedes telescope viewing, red lights acceptable.  For 

more information on the WCAC, visit www.wcacastronomy.org 

*Visual Slide Presentation on Monument History.  Thursday, May 12; 3:00 p.m.  

Please join Steve and Denise Hight for a slideshow presentation in our Visitor Center 

auditorium for a presentation on an excerpt from their recent publication, Legendary 

Locals of Fruita.  They will be presenting on the interesting history of John Otto and his 

discovery of the monument, which led to Otto’s vision of the building of a road to access 

its great beauty, now known as Rim Rock Drive.  Legendary Locals will be available for 

purchase at the Visitor’s Center, and there will be a book signing for those interested in 

autographs.  The presentation will last approximately 40 minutes, with Q&A time 

afterwards.   
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