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Rim Rock Drive Historic Wall Project Begins 
 

Fruita, CO – Starting this week work will begin on the guard walls of the historic Rim Rock Drive in Colorado 

National Monument. When the road was built by the Civilian Conservation Corp, the WPA and local workers, 200 – 

2000 pound blocks of rock were set into guard walls to protect visitors driving the road. Over the last 50-70 years 

these rocks and the mortar holding them have been exposed to the harsh desert environment, erosion, intrusive 

vegetation and vehicle damage.  

 

Over the summer, guard walls between the west entrance and 16 ½ road will be repaired. The work starts with 

removing damaged rocks and failing mortar between rocks. New rocks are cut to replace those too damaged to re-

use. Then the rocks and mortar will be replaced in the guard walls using the best techniques of the past and present. 

Due to the historic nature of the road, the work is being overseen by the Historic Preservation Training Center. 

 

For the safety of the crews working and those traveling the road, traffic will be confined to one lane through the 

construction zone. Motorists should expect 5-10 minute delays. 

 

 

 

Spring hours are now in effect at Colorado National Monument. The visitor center is open from 9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

daily. For additional information please visit www.nps.gov/colm or call 970-858-3617, ext. 360. 

-www.nps.gov- 

 

About the National Park Service: More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America's 411 national parks and work with 

communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Visit us at www.nps.gov, on 

Facebook www.facebook.com/nationalparkservice, Twitter www.twitter.com/natlparkservice, and YouTube 

www.youtube.com/nationalparkservice. 
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