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We partner with the National Park Service to 
inspire our community and visitors to learn 
about, play in, and protect Colorado’s geo-
logic gem.

Canyon Rim News is the monthly newsletter 
published by the Colorado National Monu-
ment Association to inform members of park 
news.

Board Members: Ginny McBride, Lauren 
Goodknight, Dan Flenniken, John Connolly, 
Seth Anderson, Terri Chappell-Paxson, Jim 
Anker, Brian Hollingsworth, Lenna Watson, 
Todd Young, Carl Jacobson, Eric Sandstrom 

As 2016 winds 
down, we rush 
headlong into Fall 
and Thanksgiving, 
and I’m reminded 
of just how fortu-
nate I truly am. It’s 
always wise to step 
back from our daily 
schedule and re-
flect upon our lives. 
Hopefully we can 
all find reason to be 
grateful for some-
thing. 

On a personal level, I have a wonderful family, a 
beautiful wife of 21 years, and two boys who work 
hard in school, volunteer and make excellent grades. 
On a basic level, we have a roof over our heads and 
food in our refrigerator. Not to mention the fact that 
we  are privileged to live in one of the most beautiful 
places on the planet.      
    Continued on page 4

Gratitude by
Michael Paxson, Interim Director, 
Colorado National Monument Association

Amanda Arnold
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Congratulations to Aaron Mattheis, 
the newest member of Colorado 
National Monument  permanent 
staff! 
Aaron previously worked 11 
seasons at Rocky Mountain National 
Park and has been a familiar face in 
the Entrance Station during his two 
seasons here at Colorado National 
Monument. He grew up in the Mid-
west before coming to Colorado, and
attended the University of Nebraska 
Omaha.
His interests include music,
nature, and baseball. He is very ex-
cited to finally land a permanent job 
here!

New & Returning NPS Full-Time Staff

Janis Buckreus
Because rock star status doesn't 
come easily to a classical mu-
sician, Janis put her life as a 
freelance pianist aside and 
started working for the NPS in 
2003. She's primarily worked in 
Interpretation at several parks 
including Yellowstone, Devils 
Tower, and Denali, along with a 
part-time stint in Environmental
Education at the four parks 
of the Southeast Utah Group. 
Mostly recently, she worked at 
Mesa Verde as an Interpretive 
Coach and Supervisor.
After meeting a kindred spirit on 
the side of the road in Yellow-
stone, Janis has shared her love 
of wild places and an outdoorsy 
lifestyle with her husband of 15 
years, Will Harjes. They share 
a lovely home in Durango with 
two three-legged cats who 
allow Janis and Will to have free 
reign of the place as long as 
dinner is reasonably on time.

Aaron Mattheis

Welcome back Janet! Recently, 
she completed some very im-
portant law enforcement train-
ing. She returned on October 
18th. 
Janet is grateful to be back 
home in the red rock canyons 
where she has been enjoying 
trail running with her dog and 
spending as much time as possi-
ble outdoors. 
She missed her family, friends, 
and of course the awesome staff 
at Colorado National Monument! 
She is looking forward to getting 
back to work protecting this 
special place.

Janet Kelleher
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A special thank you to our business and community partners! 
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On a professional level, I give thanks for this time I have spent as Interim Executive Director of 
the Colorado National Monument Association. I am truly fortunate to work in such beautiful 
surroundings. I meet hundreds of interesting people from all over the world who walk through 
our Visitor Center doors day in and day out. I’m blessed to work with dedicated and kind people 
who are passionate about the Colorado National Monument and selflessly care for this majestic 
wonder. The absolutely fantastic NPS Rangers and volunteers, to the wonderful CNMA staff and 
board, all stewards of this park and John Otto’s dream.

Take a moment, glance west to our National Monument and give thanks for living a life where you 
can wake up and see this extraordinary gift every single day.

We wish you a safe and happy Thanksgiving holiday! 

Amanda Arnold

Gratitude by
Michael Paxson, cont...



Thankful for our history!
Denise and Steve Hight met in college, where Denise was earn-
ing her degree in English Literature, and Steve was earning his 
in History. Denise had earlier lived in England and Scotland for 
more than ten years, and studied English History there. Steve 
was a former U.S. Army Sergeant, having spent six years in 
service, mostly overseas, including nine months in the Gulf War. 

They moved to Fruita from Grand Junction in 2001, and it wasn’t 
long before they fell in love with their new hometown. 

Denise and Steve started reading and researching the city’s 
history early on, originally for their own enjoyment. Both Denise 
and Steve have backgrounds in writing and editing, and they have 
written, “Images of America: Legendary Locals of Fruita.” They 
have also written dozens of articles about Fruita for the Fruita 
Times, the Free Press, Grand Valley Magazine, and the Fruita 
Insider. Both are involved with the Fruita Historic Preservation 
Board, of which Steve is the current chairperson.

Today, Denise is retired from the Colorado National Monument 
Association, and Steve is retired due to Multiple Sclerosis. 

Be sure to pick up your copy of Legendary 
Locals at the CNMA Bookstore!

THANK YOU 
to our Road Crew for 

Keeping our 
Beautiful 

Rim Rock Drive Safe! 
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What are you thankful for at Colorado National Monument? 

 
Katey Buster, CNMA Member
I am grateful for Colorado National Monument, as it is a lovely 
and spiritual place for me to get lost in....often....and there are 
no off road vehicles disturbing the silence or dogs barking to 
distract my thoughts.   
 I am grateful for the presence of the Desert Bighorn Sheep, 
lizards scurrying under my feet, and the magnificent 
blossoms of the spring wildflowers welcoming back the Spring.     
I am grateful for the many species of birds that make their home 
among the vast expanse of red rocks, Rock Wrens and such 
that stay for the winter as well as the lovely migrating birds that 
arrive in the Spring.   
I am grateful that I had the sense to pick Grand Junction as my 
retirement home. 

Every day! 
The views and visitors 

enjoying the park--
Ken Mabery,

Superintendent

Stephen Doyle, CNMA Member
I feel an almost timeless sense of serenity every 
time I enter the Monument.  Its majestic beauty 

reminds me of how lucky I am to be alive.
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Park Happenings 
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Come to our Holiday Open House on December 3. 
The open house will occur from 1-5 p.m. 
Members receive 20% off merchandise! 

Refreshments will be provided.

A
m

an
da

 A
rn

ol
d

Happy Thanksgiving from your Colorado National Monument Association Staff!
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Member Spotlight on Boardmember,
 Eric Sandstrom 

 Eric Sandstrom and his wife, Monica,  always had a deep 
affinity for the Southwest, so it was a welcome surprise when he 
was hired to teach journalism at Colorado Mesa 
University 10 years ago. 

He needed a summer job, so he applied to the National Park 
Service for a ranger position at Colorado National Monument. 
It worked out. For six seasons (2008-2013), Eric served as an 
Interpretive Ranger here.

When Eric started, his supervisor asked him to select an area of 
interest that he could share with the visitors to the Monument. 
Interpretive rangers are expected to help visitors learn about 
the wildlife of the parks. He chose lizards. 

“When people come here, they hope to see animals like bighorn 
sheep, and there is no guarantee they’ll see any. But they almost 
certainly will see a lizard (in warmer months). It’s important for 
visitors to know something about the wildlife they do see. 
Lizards are often taken for granted, but they’re really fascinating,” Eric said. 

  Lizards are fascinating indeed. For example,              
yellow-headed collard lizards are carnivorous and  
territorial. This iconic species stand their ground, as if 
waiting for a photo-op.  

 Sometimes, while working at the Visitor Center, Eric 
was approached by people who thought his job was 
really cool, and maybe even a dream job. In fact, once 
a prominent oncologist from Chicago said that he 
would love to trade jobs. 

“That’s what everyone said. I acknowledge that. I love 
teaching though, and that’s my dream job,” he said. 

Eric knows the Monument and the trails very well. He runs the trails many times a week. He especially 
loves running the Old Gordon, Ute and Wedding Canyon trails. 

 

cont...

Photos courtesy of Eric Sandstrom



While he enjoys testing his brain and body, he has made some mistakes. He admits that he’s 
found himself in the desert in 100 degree days and run out of drinking water. 
 
“I was lucky not to get into real trouble,” he said. 

Eric said that he’s very thankful to have Colorado National Monument 
right out his front door, and that it’s an important part of the 
community. 

“It keeps the community in touch with nature in a fundamental way. 
It’s easy for us to get caught up in hectic lives.”

It makes no difference to him whether you call it a monument or 
national park. 
 
“The canyons will always be here. You can call it a park, or a monument. Or you don’t have to 
call it anything. It’s been here in one form or another for millions of years. And it will be here 
long after we’re gone.” he said. 

While he loves Colorado National Monument, Eric is most thankful for his wife and two chil-
dren.   

Sandstrom Spotlight cont...

Chinle:
Tamara Gagnolet
Lois Leach
Shaun Hardy & Allen Wyrick
Donald Lachata
Chad Miller
Laura, Bob & Norma Bishop
Marilee Langfitt
Michael & Shirley Rasmussen
Linda Spinner
Doug & Lori Domer
Judy Ronzio

New & Renewing Members!  Thank You!

Wingate:
J.W. Troxler, Jr
Willy Rensenbrink
Jim Johnson
Thomas & Royce Smith
Roger Bain
Ron Beach
Michael & Dee Burke
Nancy Schuerr
 

Kayenta:
Harriet Stephens
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Holiday Gift Ideas
Prices are given for the general public and CNMA members
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Stylish Colorado National Monument Hats! 
$18.95

CNMA Member Price $16.11

2017 Colorado National Monument Calendar!
$12.95

CNMA Member Price $11.01

Collector Pins 
& Bighorn Sheep Ornaments!

Colorado National Monument 
Hiking Stick Medallion!

$4.95
CNMA Member Price $4.21

Pins:  $6.95, 
CNMA Member Price 5.91
Ornaments $13.95, CNMA: 11.86



Coyote Christmas
$9.99

CNMA Member Price $8.49

SOCKS!
$11.99

CNMA Member Price $10.19

Heart of the World DVD
$24.99

CNMA Member Price $21.24
Monument Jelly

$6.95
CNMA Member Price $5.91
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Mather Mountain Party of 1915
$9.99

CNMA Member Price $8.49

America’s National Parks
$29.95

CNMA Member Price $25.46

Bighorn Sheep Puzzle
$12.95

CNMA Member Price $11.02

Soap
$7.50

CNMA Member Price $6.38
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